
Division of Wildlife Resources Conservation Permit Program 
 
 
The Division of Wildlife Resources has issued conservation permits to generate funds for 
specific species since 1981.  The program began with a “high bid permit” for a desert bighorn 
ram and has expanded over the years to include all big game species as well as cougar, bear 
and wild turkeys. 
 
The conservation permit program provides a dedicated source of funding for special projects to 
benefit Utah’s Wildlife.  The revenue received by the Division for permits is used to fund 
projects, which could not otherwise be funded under the Division’s normal operating budget.  
These special projects have included aerial surveys, transplants, radio telemetry studies, 
special research projects, and habitat enhancement projects.  Also, the program involves 
conservation groups in fund-raising and projects at the local level. 
 
The number of conservation permits authorized by the Wildlife Board is based on, the species 
population trend, size and distribution to protect the long-term health of the population, the 
hunting and viewing opportunity for the general public, both short and long term, and the 
potential revenue that will support protection and enhancement of the species. 
 
Big game conservation permits are allocated for both statewide and area hunts.  Statewide 
hunters are given expanded hunting seasons while permits for specific areas are restricted to 
regular seasons.  One statewide conservation permit may be authorized for each conservation 
permit species.  A limited number of area conservation permits may be authorized with a 
maximum of 10% of the total permits, assigned to a hunt area or combination of hunt areas, for 
rocky mountain bighorn sheep and desert bighorn sheep.  A maximum of 5% of the permits or 
eight permits, whichever is less, for any unit or hunt area for the remaining conservation permit 
species. 
 
As a reward to the general hunter who cannot afford to pay for a statewide conservation 
permit, one statewide sportsman permit is authorized for each statewide conservation permit 
and is offered to residents through a drawing.   Sportsmen permits are offered for each of the 
following species: desert bighorn, bison, buck deer, bull elk, rocky mountain bighorn, rocky 
mountain goat, bull moose, buck pronghorn, black bear, cougar, and wild turkey. 
 
Conservation organizations are allowed to retain 10% of the revenue raised from the sale of 
permits for administrative costs (permit promotions and to support organization programs).  An 
additional 60% of the revenue may be retained and used by the conservation organization for 
eligible projects.  
 
Eligible projects include habitat improvement, habitat acquisition, transplants, targeted 
education efforts and other projects providing substantial benefit to the species of wildlife for 
which conservation permits are issued. 
 
The conservation permit rule was recently changed to allow multi-year conservation permits 
while still giving the option for single-year conservation permits.  Multi-year permits will allow 
organizations to better market permits.  Also, the over all-number of permits was reduced, 
which has resulted in more public permits.   
 
Following are tables giving additional information on the program including: number of permits 
issued by year, money raised by conservation permits, and projects that have been funded by 
the conservation program.  The organization heading indicates whether the funding came from 
the revenue returned to DWR or the 60% of revenue kept by an organization. 



Conservation Permits Issued Since 1981
DATE: 11/27/2006

Desert Rocky Rocky
Buck General Bull Antlerless Buck Bull Bighorn Mountain Mountain Sage Sharp-tailed

Year Deer Deer Elk Elk Pronghorn Moose Bison Ram Bighorn Goat Cougar Bear Turkey Swan Crane Grouse Grouse TOTAL
1981 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
1982 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
1983 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
1984 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
1985 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
1986 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1987 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1988 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1989 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1990 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1991 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1992 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
1993 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 7
1994 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 16
1995 3 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 20
1996 3 4 2 2 2 3 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 21
1997 2 16 1 1 1 5 2 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 36
1998 8 24 7 4 3 5 2 2 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 70
1999 22 33 15 6 3 5 2 2 4 0 20 0 0 0 0 112
2000 43 6 59 0 27 10 4 5 2 4 8 5 27 0 0 0 0 200
2001 41 6 43 0 22 5 4 6 2 2 8 6 57 0 0 0 0 202
2002 51 16 56 47 23 6 5 5 3 2 12 12 56 8 2 0 0 304
2003 59 40 58 40 23 6 4 5 3 3 22 12 66 8 5 0 0 354
2004 46 32 55 40 19 6 4 7 3 3 13 14 74 8 6 0 0 330
2005 45 40 76 40 19 6 4 5 3 3 13 14 66 8 6 0 0 348
2006 40 32 75 40 18 6 3 6 4 4 23 13 89 8 6 9 8 367
2007 37 0 86 40 24 7 2 4 3 5 19 14 117 0 0 0 0 358
TOTAL 402 172 593 247 205 77 54 76 34 33 122 90 606 40 25 9 8 2776



2001 - 2006 Conservation Permit Revenue and Number of Permits by Organization

YEAR Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits Amount Permits
2001 $158,400.00 29 $188,539.00 55 $168,665.00 43 $15,770.00 4 $283,880.00 17 $0.00 0 $101,398.00 68 0
2002 $90,964.00 63 $429,038.00 97 $119,915.00 61 $28,700.00 8 $252,950.00 8 $14,010.00 5 $120,112.00 57 0
2003 $51,853.00 43 $656,521.00 197 $270,205.00 54 $1,250.00 5 $226,500.00 5 $27,565.00 10 $51,835.00 26 0
2004 $252,310.00 41 $848,790.00 135 $300,770.00 97 $0.00 0 $291,320.00 9 $3,270.00 8 $46,312.00 14 0
2005 $622,040.00 82 $522,647.00 178 $175,975.00 27 $28,500.00 11 $310,600.00 10 $0.00 0 $19,901.00 26 0
2006 $932,400.00 113 $710,875.00 109 $306,445.00 47 $710,875.00 22 $258,650.00 14 $10,500.00 20 $91,035.00 56 $11,500.00 1

$2,107,967.00 371 $3,356,410.00 771 $1,341,975.00 329 $785,095.00 50 $1,623,900.00 63 $55,345.00 43 $430,593.00 247 $11,500.00 1

Mule Deer Sportsmen Rocky Mountain Safari 
Foundation for Habitat Elk Foundation Club International Boone & CrockettFNAWS Association Turkey Federation

California Deer National Wild



2004 Conservation Permit Funded Projects
Organization Project Title Amount Type of Project
Mule Deer Foundation Six-Mile Burn Seeding $5,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Beck Grazing Permits $36,500.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Calf Springs Water Improvement Repair $10,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Cascade Fire Seedlings $3,500.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Cedar City and Pine Valley Ranger Pinon/Juniper Encroachment Project $15,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Circle Cliffs $10,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Fillmore WMA Bullhog - 650 Acres $100,000.00 Equipment
Sportsmen for Habitat Fishlake Sagebrush-Steppe Restoration $50,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Flat Top Guzzler $6,000.00 Guzzler
Sportsmen for Habitat Jackson Grazing Permits $320,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Lakeview Guzzler $10,000.00 Guzzler
Sportsmen for Habitat Logan Deer Study $22,500.00 Research
Sportsmen for Habitat Monroe Mountain Aspen Regeneration $23,500.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Newcastle P-J Removal $20,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat No. Mountain Ponds $16,400.00 Other
Sportsmen for Habitat Panguitch Lake Dixie Harrow $7,500.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Panguitch Valley Antelope Guzzler $6,000.00 Guzzler
Sportsmen for Habitat Purchase 160 acres Dry Canyon "Weeks Property" - Cache County, UT $320,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Purchase 440 acres "S" mountain, Hal Fitzgerald property, Kamas, UT $500,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Quichapa/Woolsey PJ Removal $50,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat San Juan Ponds Dry Mesa $5,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat SFW Beaver Easement Range Improvement $21,700.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Single Drum Aerator Purchase $13,000.00 Equipment
Sportsmen for Habitat Taft Grazing Permits $80,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Tobin Bench $25,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Watershed Project, BLM $10,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Wildlife Habitat Restoration & Watershed Enhancement $35,000.00 Habitat
Utah FNAWS Bare Top Conifer Removal Project $55,860.00 Habitat

Utah FNAWS Habitat use, behavior, and limiting factors affecting reintroduced Rocky Mountain 
Bighorn Sheep and California Bighorn Sheep Populations in Northern Utah. $60,000.00 Research

Utah FNAWS Mustang Fire Seeding (Dutch John, UT) $10,000.00 Guzzler

2005 Conservation Permit Funded Projects
Organization Project Title Amount Type of Project
Mule Deer Foundation Beef Basin Sagebrush Propagation Year 1 of 3 $16,260.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Browns Park Ag Field Rehabilitation $23,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Buckskin Valley Hwy 20 $6,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Deep Creek Valley Sagebrush Improvement Year 2 $8,750.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Enterprise Fuels Reduction $7,500.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Foothill Road Closure Year 2 $15,378.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Golden Stairs Range Rehabilitation $19,895.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Gravel Spring Enhancement $1,700.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Grey Wolf Mountain Rehabilitation $14,750.00 Habitat
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Mule Deer Foundation Hardware Ranch Water Project $60,184.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Murray Wellsville USFS Seeding $36,820.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Parowan Front Fuels Reduction $10,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Rabbit Gulch WMA Range Rehabilitation $25,690.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Range Restoration Equipment $100,000.00 Equipment
Mule Deer Foundation San Pitch Mountains Guzzlers $2,600.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Sand Wash/Sink Draw Conservation Easement $25,000.00 Other
Mule Deer Foundation School Wash Guzzler $5,000.00 Guzzler
Mule Deer Foundation Wallsburg WMA Habitat Improvement $26,503.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Antimony Creek Riparian Restoration Project $8,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Boulder Mountain North Slope Thin and Burn $24,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Calf Springs Water Impoundment Repair $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Diamond Rim P-J Treatment $14,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Dry Fork Thin and Seed $4,500.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Flinspach Hamlin Valley Big Game Fence $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Golden Stairs Range Rehabilitation $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Grey Wolf Mountain Chain and Seed $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Marshall Draw Burn and Seeding $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Pretty Tree Bench Ponderosa Pine Prescribed Burn $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Rabbit Gulch WMA Range Rehabilitation $9,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Red Fleet Sabebrush Steppe Restoration $22,600.00 Habitat

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Reducing Reliance on Supplemental Winter Feeding in Elk: An Applied Management 
Experiment at Deseret Land and Livestock Ranch $10,000.00 Research

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Ruple Cabin Sage Grouse Range Enhancement $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Sand Wash/Sink Draw Conservation Easement $40,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Sand Wash/Sink Draw Conservation Easement $64,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Sanpitch Mtn Guzzlers $7,000.00 Guzzler
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Santaquin Range Restoration $35,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation School Wash Guzzler $4,000.00 Guzzler
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Steinaker Draw P-J Thin $6,750.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat 280 Acres Sowers Canyon $20,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Sportsmen for Habitat Beaver County SFW Chapter $3,391.65 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat BYU Guzzler Research $5,000.00 Research
Sportsmen for Habitat Cascade/Provo Peak Guzzlers $1,680.00 Guzzler
Sportsmen for Habitat Collection Agreement 3 ea Guzzlers, Mt Dutton $8,394.25 Guzzler
Sportsmen for Habitat Flinspach Depredation Fencing 2005 $20,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Mountain Home Habitat Improvement $29,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat No. Region ATV-Seeder/Sprayer $6,780.00 Equipment
Sportsmen for Habitat Pond Rehab Dry Mesa $5,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Utah State (USU) Deer Study $31,495.87 Research
Sportsmen for Habitat Wallsburg WMA Habitat Improve $13,417.00 Habitat

2006 Conservation Permit Funded Projects
Organization Project Title Amount Type of Project
Mule Deer Foundation Black Bear Research $10,000.00 Research
Mule Deer Foundation Boulder Mountain North Slope Rehabilitation $33,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Brush Creek Bench Sage Restoration $20,452.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Brushy Basin $13,500.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Cache Deer Monitoring Research Project $10,000.00 Research

2 of 4



Mule Deer Foundation Coyote Draw Pinyon and Juniper Thinning $28,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation East Santaquin Draw P/J Chaining $30,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Elbow Ranch WMA $5,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Fishlake National Forest P/J Maintenance-Sagebrush Enhancement-Year $25,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Harvey John Kartchner Mesa $14,050.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Levan Farm WMA Habitat Improvement $27,838.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Lower Buckskin Telephone Wash Sagebrush Restoration - Year 1 $25,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation McCook Ridge Phase II P/J Removal $32,375.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Middle Fork WMA Shrub Restoration $5,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Monte Weston $5,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Paunsaugunt/Mt. dutton Guzzlers $28,200.00 Guzzler
Mule Deer Foundation Pine Creek Road Chaining Maintenance $9,000.00
Mule Deer Foundation Richmond WMA $10,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Sage Valley/Vernon Sagebrush Enhancement-Year 1 $33,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Sagebrush-Steppe Restoration/Pinyon/Juniper Thinning on the Fishlake $10,000.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation Twelve Mile WMA Habitat Improvement $31,640.00 Habitat
Mule Deer Foundation White's Flat Road Chaining  Maintenance $6,025.00
Mule Deer Foundation Wolf Point $24,625.00 Habitat
National Wild Turkey Federation Bill and Sophia Hall Well $5,000.00 Habitat
National Wild Turkey Federation Brad Bowler Chaining $5,000.00 Habitat
National Wild Turkey Federation Fishlake NF PJ Maintenance-Sagebrush Enhancement-Year 2 $5,000.00 Habitat
National Wild Turkey Federation NRCS/UDWR  Shared Bilolgist Positions $37,000.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Berry Springs Sagebrush/Steppe Enhancement (Dixie Harrow) $12,000.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Black Dragon $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Brushy Basin $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Coyote Draw Pinyon and Juniper Thinning $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Dahlgreen Aspen $7,455.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation East Santaquin Draw P/J Chaining $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Evanston/Mountain View Road Decommissioning $7,500.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Farr West Big Game Enhancement $5,000.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Fishlake NF P/J Maintenance-Sagebrush Enhancement - Year 2 $20,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Harvey John Kartchner Mesa $4,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation McCook Ridge Phase II P/J Removal $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Middle Fork WMA Shrub Restoration $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Richmond WMA $5,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Steele Ranch WMA Habitat Improvment $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Table Mountain Guzzlers and Water Enhancement $3,000.00 Guzzler
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Twelve Mile WMA Habitat Improvement - Year 1 $10,000.00 Habitat
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Water Well Drilling-Anthro Mountain $5,000.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Weed Survey-Book Cliffs Elk Habitat $10,000.00
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation White's Flat Chaining Maintenance $10,000.00
Sportsman For Habitat 4 ea. DWR Biologists/NRCS $15,000.00
Sportsman for Habitat Bill and Sophia Hall Well $5,000.00
Sportsman for Habitat Brushy Basin Archeological Clearance $13,500.00
Sportsman for Habitat BYU Randy Larson Guzzler Study $30,000.00 Research
Sportsman for Habitat Coyote Draw Pinyon and Juniper Thinning $25,000.00
Sportsman for Habitat Fountain Green Habitat Improvement $12,840.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat Harvey John Kartchner Mesa $14,050.00
Sportsman for Habitat Indian Springs Ridge Bullhog $26,815.00
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Sportsman for Habitat Kamas SFH/DWR Property Herbicide and Seed $13,750.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat Levan Farm WMA Habitat Improvement $25,000.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat North Fork Verdure/Shingle Mill $22,000.00
Sportsman for Habitat Paunsaugunt Pond Lining Project $3,300.00
Sportsman for Habitat Sage Valley/Vernon Sagebrush Enhancement-Year 1 $15,000.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat South Beaver Vegetation Enhancement Project-Year 2 $10,000.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat Tarantula Mesa Water Development $43,000.00 Habitat
Sportsman for Habitat Twelve Mile WMA Habitat Improvment - Year 1 $25,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Beaver Cattlemens Assoc. Water Projects $3,000.00
Sportsmen for Habitat BYU-Danny Raymer Stable Isotope Study $15,000.00 Research

Sportsmen for Habitat Effects of Artificial Wildlife Water Catchments (Guzzlers) on Wildlife Population 
Dynamics and Habitat Usage in Utah $5,000.00 Research

Sportsmen for Habitat Hardware Grazing (Fence Project) $5,000.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Hell's Hole Sage Grouse & Habitat Treatment Study $10,000.00 Research
Sportsmen for Habitat Stackyard Fencing-Rich County $4,970.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Summit county Weed Mapping Kamas-SFH & DWR Property $6,800.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Tarantula Mesa Pipeline Engineering Est $950.00 Habitat
Sportsmen for Habitat Tebbs Hollow/Mud Springs Sagebrush and PJ Treatment #458 $22,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Central Region discretionary seedlings and seed $6,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Paskett Property Exchange $8,000.00 Acquisition/Easement
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Arimo Ranch Water Project, Year 2 $2,800.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Book Cliffs Roadless Area Spring Development $3,760.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Coldwater Canyon WMA Fire Breaks $3,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Diamond / Mail Drqw Fence, Phase I $46,500.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Elbow Ranch WMA Habitat Improvement $20,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Fillmore WMA Pasture Fence $10,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Guzzler Maintenance (Southern Region) $8,228.00 Guzzler
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Hatch Point Guzzler $3,650.00 Guzzler
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Indian Springs Water Development $16,450.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Little Creek Boundary Fence $45,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Lynne Orme Subunit Fire Restoration $5,900.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Middle Fork WMA Shrub Restoration $35,232.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources NER Guzzler Repair and Replacement, Phase II $60,400.00 Guzzler
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Skitzy Canyon WMA Wildlife Guzzler $7,000.00 Guzzler
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Spencer Fork WMA/Lasson conservation easement boundary fence $45,000.00 Habitat
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Woodruff Co-op Crested Wheat conversion to forb/shurb community $6,000.00 Habitat
Utah FNAWS GBRC Workshop and Warehouse Upgrade-Ephraim $85,000.00
Utah FNAWS Potash Desert Bighorn Sheep Study $3,900.00 Research
Utah FNAWS Rangeland Restoration Equipment $115,000.00
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